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Hello
As the nation slowly but surely emerges from lockdown, we hope that you and your 
family are safe and well. I'm sure it's been difficult for many people - financially and 
emotionally. I'm sure we're all grateful for the easing of restrictions, but there is also 
the mixed feelings and fearfulness that come with a "new normal." We have seen such 
terrible and traumatic loss of life and our hearts go out to all who have been affected. 

However, I hope that many of you have witnessed some positives to the virus pressing 
pause on our lives and consequently pressing the reset button on the world. I am sure 
many of us thought the birds had got louder, but it was humans getting quieter. The light 
shone on nature and the environment and I hope many will embrace those revelations 
and the different ways of doing things, eg. buying locally, walking more and driving less 
or simply just getting out there and enjoying nature. I have also been heartened to see 
people explore new hobbies or redisover old ones that were put on hold as life was too 
busy. See our "What have you been doing in lockdown?" on pages 20 and 21. We all 
need to remember the valuable lessons that Covid has taught us - never take for granted 
our freedoms, never take for granted human contact, "me time" is important, respect 
nature and protect the environment and many more, I'm sure.  

Editorial and advertising - Next edition's 
content to be submitted by 20th of 
each month. Please supply photographs, 
contact details, website address and social 
media pages where appropriate. 

Online - Keep in touch on our website at
www.hopeparishchurch.org or Like us on 
www.facebook.com/hopeparishchurch

Subscribe - To request a copy to be 
delivered locally visit www.hopeparish
church.org and click subscribe.

Where to buy a magazine - You can also 
buy your copy from both Emmanuel & Hope 

Churches, Jemoleys, Hope Post Office, 
Be Beautiful in Caergwrle and Llanfynydd 
Post Office.

Hope Church Hall Hire - To book the 
Church Hall for meetings, functions and 
events email 
hallbooking@hopeparishchurch.org 
or call Sue Pickering on 01244 660364.

Hope Church Hall Management - 
contact Adam Taylor 07718 618622.

Email Claire Olsen on
editor@hopeparishchurch.org

or call on 01978 761792
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“Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost 
being, praise his holy name. Praise the Lord, O 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits” begins 
Psalm 103. It’s a wonderful psalm!
And if we have forgotten all his benefits (!) the 
Psalmist goes on to list them… God forgives 
us our sins and he heals our diseases (verse 
3), he redeems our life from the pit and crowns 
us with love and compassion (verse 4), he 
satisfies our desires with good things so that 
our youth is renewed like the eagles (v5), he 
works righteousness and justice for all the 
oppressed (v6).

In a world where a new virus remains 
prevalent, where racism has still not gone 
away, and the environment still cries out for 
help, however, we might wonder what the 
Psalmist is talking about – God heals our 
diseases? – he redeems our life from the pit? – 
he works for righteousness and justice for the 
oppressed?

The Psalmist’s emphasis or the Christian 
worldview however is that God indeed does 
do all these good things and he continues to 
do so!  In God’s world where humankind has 
got so much wrong, it’s a wonder – (genuinely 
no sarcasm here!) – It is a wonder! – an 
amazement! – a miracle! – That God continues 
to be the person who the Psalmist says he is – 
(verse 8) – gracious and compassionate, slow 
to anger and rich in love.

When we look I believe that we can see that 
there is good news in our midst. We can see 
that God is working amongst us and in his 
world right now.

Adam Pawley
Rector of Hope Parish Church & 
Emmanuel Church Penyffordd. 

Vicar of St John the Baptist 
Church, Penymynydd.

01978 760439
rector@hopeparishchurch.org

Gill Stanning
Vicar of Llanfynydd & Cymau and 

Borderlands Mission Priest.
01244 541420

g.stanning@btinternet.com

The Re ctor Writes
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The Re ctor Writes
The Fear of Coronavirus has made us 
reflect on what matters most:  good health
The Anger at George Floyd’s death is 
making us reflect on what matters even 
more:  humanity

In the book of Genesis, God makes all of 
humankind in his image.  We are all brothers 
and sisters in this world together.

The Rest and Revival that Creation 
is experiencing at this moment under 
Lockdown too, is a wake-up call to us to 
change the way we live our lives in both 
the developed and developing world and to 
save our environment.

We can turn against God, we can live life 
in our own selfish ways and treat others 
unfairly, but ultimately God always comes 
back to rescue us, get us back onto the 
straight and narrow and win. The promise 
of God after all, is that when this world is 
done, there will still be the new and restored 
creation where: “God himself will be with 
[his people] and be their God. He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. There will be no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain, 
for the old order of things has passed away.”  
Revelation 21:3b-4

As you play your part in the community, 
national and global effort to ‘Keep Wales 
safe’, combat racism and care for God’s 
creation, know that you are on God’s side 
and that ultimately with God, we will win. 

In Christ, Adam

Firstly, the world is learning how to contain 
the virus and vaccines are being developed 
and trialled, such that the Lockdown 
restrictions now are able to be eased.  
This month, with the First Minister’s 
announcement that churches can reopen 
for private prayer from 22nd June, once 
we have determined and established what 
safety measures we must have in place, we 
have good news to look forward to that for 
some of the week our churches will be able 
to be open.

The disease or virus is presently not 
going away but the world is finding ways 
to overcome it and ultimately we trust, be 
healed of it.

The death of George Floyd is a tragedy that 
words cannot express.  

Yet the scale of the protests that have arisen 
across the UK – show us that in today’s 
culture – for the majority of us – racism 
is beyond all human comprehension.  
Tragically racism still happens, but for such 
protests to arise in such vast numbers in a 
time of Lockdown too – shows us the anger 
and the outrage there is at the injustice that 
racism is still prevalent in our world today.  
Where is God in this? It is good news that 
the majority know racism is a wrong. If we 
ever think that Evil wins in this world, then I 
propose that the world’s events at this time 
are showing us again that in the end Good 
always wins.  The Christian belief – that God 
who is Good always defeats the devil who 
is evil is a belief worth having and a belief 
worth living by.
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The Prayer Page
Unlocking our potential in the Power of Prayer

A Prayer for Peace and Healing:
God our Saviour, look on this wounded world in pity and in power; hold fast to your 
promises of peace and healing won for us by your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Give thanks and pray for...

The love of God, which sustains us with hope during difficult times.

The continued easing of lockdown, that people would be able to reconnect whilst 
staying safe and protecting the most vulnerable.

The decision by Welsh Government that churches are able to re-open for private 
prayer; that we would be guided by 
God’s wisdom in how to do this fairly and 
safely across our Mission Area.

The online worship offered across our 
churches and the number of people 
willing to take part.

Our school staff and children as they 
embark on “check-in” days before the 
Summer Holidays.

The desire for justice as displayed in the 
recent “Black Lives Matter” protests; that 
points would be voiced respectfully and 
safely and that all parties involved would 
listen attentively to others.

In particular please pray for:

- The leaders of the nations as they 
seek the wisdom to lead countries 
safely out of lockdown and control 
Covid-19.
- Anyone affected physically, 
mentally, or financially by the virus.
Families who may be under 
significant strain due to the 
lockdown.
- The fellowship of the Church, as 
we seek to find more and more safe 
ways of staying connected.
- Those to be ordained Deacon in 
our diocese this month.
* Plus, why not join us for online 
worship at home or on the telephone 
(01244 566311)
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Our Online Worship continues well.  
This month we're trialling pre-recorded 
services on a Sunday. This enables 
more than one person to lead the 
service, the words to the hymns and 
prayers on the screen and to film more 
readily from our church buildings and 
local communities.

Join us on Facebook:
•  Every Sunday with Adam, Gareth and 
Pam, from all three churches Facebook 
pages
•  Monday TiddleTots with Rachel at 
10:30am
(from Emmanuel’s page in July)
Monday’s Mindful Moment with Helena 
(from St John’s page)
• Thursday Home Group with Adam & 
Claire T (from Hope’s page)
Plus look out for additional posts during 
the course of the week. 

Thy Kingdom Come - In our Ascension 
Day Service, Kirsty launched Thy 
Kingdom Come, the ten day window 
of prayer leading to Pentecost. During 
the week we focussed our efforts on 
praying for five friends to know the love 
of God in their lives and in particular 
this year for their spiritual wellbeing.
On Pentecost, our Mission Area, 
Borderlands, led the Diocesan Service 
with Bishop Gregory. And the clergy 
put together a film to a parody of 
Great Balls of Fire – singing Great 
Tongues of Fire!  (pictures opposite)  

Church Online:  Thy Kingdom Come & Band Lab

You can still view the film on the 
Hope Church YouTube Channel, 
which you can subscribe to from here 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCjZgM0sCDtkXIpff2b9gq1Q  A big 
thank you to Nigel and Kirsty for editing 
the film on behalf of the MA clergy! You 
can watch the film online here https://
youtu.be/QxhaHWmyYUc. 

Band Lab - Since 14 June, Gareth, who 
is a former high school music teacher, 
has been experimenting with Band 
Lab, a mixing app, enabling our church 
musicians to now contribute to our 
online worship too! Thank you (at the 
time of writing) so far to Gareth, Claire 
Taylor, Andrew Bronnert and Esther for 
your contributions to our Sunday online 
music and singing!
If you’ve not yet ‘liked’ our Facebook 
pages, you can find them all here:
• www.facebook.com/
hopeparishchurch
• www.facebook.com/
stjohnspenymynyddflintshire
• www.facebook.com/emmanuel-
church-penyffordd 
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THE LION STORES 

HOPE POST OFFICE

Off Licence 
Newsagents 

Groceries & General Goods 
 
 

01978 762818 
Postmistress: Tracey Scattergood
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www.gpwtrusts.co.uk 

 Office:  01978 761483 

Mobile:  07979 697 231

Wills, Trusts 
Probate & LPA's

Gavin Prideaux-Williams 
GPW Trusts 

Cost Effective Legal Solutions

Based in 

Caergwrle. 

Home visits 

available .

850 000 people in the UK suffer from dementia 

Don't wait until it's too late

We live and work at the heart of your community 

and offer a friendly, cost effective service. 

 

Home visits available 

Office: 01978 761483     Mobile: 07979 697 231 

gavin@gpwtrusts.co.uk           www.gpwtrusts.co.uk

Lasting Powers of Attorney
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News from the Diocese
CHURCHES CAN RE-OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER
Churches in Wales were able to 
re-open for private prayer from 22nd 
June as the Welsh Government’s 
lockdown restrictions eased.

Churches which are able to meet 
strict safety measures can re-
open for individuals and household 
groups to pray. However, all 
churches will remain closed for 
services, including weddings, 
funerals and baptisms.

The Church in Wales has worked 
with the Welsh Government on 
safety measures 
churches will 
have to 
implement in 
order to re-open. 
These include 
maintaining a 
two-metre 
distance between 
people and 
ensuring 
sufficient hygiene and cleaning 
protocols. Churches will also have 
to complete a COVID risk 
assessment before re-opening.

As a result not all churches will be 
able to re-open at this time and 
opening hours for private prayer 
vary depending on each church’s 
capacity to open safely. A significant 
factor being the availability of 
volunteers to monitor social 
distancing and ensure churches are 
kept clean.

While welcoming the news that 
churches can now re-open for 

private prayer, the Church’s bishops 
say public safety must be the first 
consideration. 

Following the announcement, the 
Bishop of St Asaph, Gregory 
Cameron wrote to all clergy saying: 
“In this diocese, the key body in 
making decisions will be the 
Mission Area Conference or 
Executive. There are certain risk 
assessments and procedures that 
must be in place before churches 
are opened. In particular, I expect 
Mission Areas to develop a shared 

strategy towards 
the opening of 
church buildings in 
their area.  
Mission Area 
Leaders are asked 
therefore to liaise 
with the 
archdeacons, as 
they develop plans 
and move forward.

We are very 
grateful to our clergy and 
volunteers who will now be working 
hard to ensure the churches that can 
open can do so safely by meeting 
our robust criteria.”

While church buildings remain closed 
for services, people can continue to 
join in worship and fellowship 
online in the many services now 
being broadcast. 

Digital church – from live-streamed 
eucharists on Facebook to prayer 
meetings on Zoom – is available 
across Wales (https://bit.ly/3dEVySx). 
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What have you being doing in lockdown? By Claire Olsen

Covid 19 hit the pause button on all our 
lives. However, it gave people some 
time to reflect and to explore hobbies 
that they wouldn't normally have the 
time to do. My Mum, Susan Jones (nee 
Mathers),  was one of those. I never 
knew my Mum was arty or enjoyed 
painting until she sent me a picture on 
WhatsApp of something she had just 
created out of the blue in lockdown 
(see below). 

I was stunned. I found out something 
about my Mum that I never knew. She 
told me that she had rediscovered her 
arty side, last explored in High School 
and with a teacher who was far from 
encouraging. I was so proud of her 
for taking a bit of time for herself and 
creating something so lovely. Since 
that painting she hasn't stopped. I have 
looked forward to the unveiling of each 
painting and the themes behind them. 
Some are of local places of 
interest painted from memory, like 
Hope Church with the NHS/Keyworker 
banner outside and a snapshot of a 
bridge from her place of birth, 
Pontblyddyn. She has also depicted 
Bridge End and Caergwrle Castle with 
an NHS/Keyworker theme. She has 
painted others of flowers and nature 
scenes and a robin card to cheer 
up her Mother, my Nana, whilst in 

Lockdown in a residential home (see 
pictures of some of them below and on 
the opposite page). 

It has been lovely to see her and 
others being so creative, active, 
learning and trying new things. That 
is one of the legacies of Covid. In the 
darkest of days light shines through. 
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Peacehaven Acupuncture & 
Complementary Therapies 

The clinic is set in scenic 
surroundings in Penyffordd. 

With free, accessible parking. 

Valerie Williams Bsc (Hons) Traditional 
Chinese Medicine. Member of ATCM UK 

Contact: 01244 547280 or 
07740290175 

www.peacehaventherapies.com 
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Penyfford, Penymynydd  
& Dobshill WI 
As we ease slowly out of lockdown 
here in Wales, we can now meet with 
another family in our garden, but have 
to remain at this time 2 metres apart. 
We can travel up to 5 miles away from 
our home, but are encouraged to stay 
local. We can exercise more than once 
daily and schools are due to re-open 
on 29th June. We really are beginning 
to see…”light at the end of the tunnel,” 
as our Prime Minister said. It's been a 
difficult and challenging time, and quite 
surreal most of the time but Glenys, 
our President and Karola, our 
Treasurer, have kept in touch and 
continued to keep us informed of 
national and local federation news.

Of course by the time we are reading 
this, it may have changed again and 
hopefully we will be heading in the right 
direction thanks to the collective efforts 
of all who have been heeding advice 
and staying home. That has applied 
to our members, many of whom will 
have been home throughout the twelve 
weeks with both its highs and its lows. 
The length of time was brought home 
to me when I saw the cobwebs on the 
mirrors of my car that hadn’t moved 
during all that time and some days 
would be good and others less so. As 
we cautiously start to ease lockdown, 
hopefully we will be able to see each 
other from a distance more frequently. 
In true WI spirit, Penyffordd, 
Penymynydd and Dobshill group have 
been keeping busy and have been 
sharing some of their stories of what 
they have been up to during life in 
lockdown.

Many members have celebrated 
birthdays and anniversaries over the 
past weeks and have had to wave 

through the window, Zoom or shout 
to the bottom of the drive. One of our 
longest serving members, Joyce, 
had her special 90th birthday and her 
daughter Helen sent me a photograph 
that reflects this time during lockdown 
really well. Joyce and her 25 group, 
her and her grandchildren who were all 
born on the 25th of the month. 

Special 
birthday 
wishes Joyce 
and to all the 
other 
members 
who have 
also 
celebrated 
in a very 
different way 
in 2020.

Our President has told me that she 
was bought a Fitbit during her time in 
lockdown (I didn’t know either but it 
measures how far you’ve walked) and 
to date she has racked up over 200 
miles! She added that she may well 
be on her hands and knees crawling 
when we next see her! Brilliant though 
to hear and walking has certainly been 
a very important part of the routine for 
many of us and may sometimes mean 
seeing a member twice if you walk the 
circular road route round the village. 

Last month one of our members 
Decima dressed up for the VE Day 
celebrations with Tony wearing his 
service uniform. Like many others they 
celebrated the occasion from their front 
gardens and decorated the front of 
their house. 
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Some members have been busy 
sewing or knitting, making scrubs for 
the NHS or for various charities. We 
joined in the 10 weeks of clapping for 
our amazing NHS and some banged 
pans (Yvonne), some blew whistles, 
some played music but collectively we 
said thank you to those who have been 
at the forefront of Covid19: our NHS, 
careworkers, key workers and 
especially those members in our group 
who work for the NHS, in care homes 
and in essential services. Others have 
discovered crafting skills they didn’t 
know they had - making handmade 
birthday cards, entering art 
competitions or painting fences, sheds, 
summer houses and even upcycling 
garden furniture. Maureen,  another of 
our members, has also kept a 
lockdown log and talks about keeping 
busy as a distraction  to the loneliness 
and isolation that lockdown could 
bring. So deciding to do a task a day, 
she has planted vegetables and tried 
her hand at bread making. Others have 
caught up with reading and borrowed 
books, DVDs or puzzles from the 
community led temporary library at 
The Royal British Legion. Photography, 
gardening, writing, cooking - the list 
is endless but have all been part and 
parcel of the past weeks.

To engage the youngsters of the 
village, as in other local areas, a 

Covid19 snake was started by one 
of our group members, Yvonne, and 
placed around the clock tower in 
Penyffordd. He is growing daily and 
encourages the children of the village – 
and adults – to paint a rock and add it 
to our snake. It is hoped it will become 
a permanent feature within the village 
centre clock tower garden. 

Group members also helped to support 
the recent socially distanced walk/fun 
run organised by the Red Lion to raise 
awareness of our local zoos. Children 
in the village were invited to paint a 
poster using handprints. The event was 
well supported and raised a substantial 
amount of funding.

I hope to gather thoughts from
lockdown, so if members have any 
aspect of this time – photos, recipes, 
ideas, poems, stories, whatever that 
they would like to share, please get in 
touch.
 
On a local level, work on our home, 
the War Memorial Institute has started 
again and is on target for completion of 
the build in August. There will then be 
internal works to complete, so at this 
moment we are unsure when we may 
return, but look forward to whenever 
this might be. Mindful of the costs of 
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the refurbishment and our long 
association with WMI, our WI group 
have given a donation of £500 to the 
WMI committee to support the work. 
As with those memorable words…
”We’ll meet again,” we don’t know 
when, but it will be back here. 

So despite being unable to meet for 
now, the group is keeping busy and 
carrying on. We miss our meetings, but 
hope you are all well and staying safe. 
Glenys, Karola and the committee 
have kept us in touch, but please just 
contact the group if you have any 
queries. We always warmly welcome 
new members. Please contact our 
President Glenys Brannan.01244 
549677 
 
By: Pat Ransome 
07946 472975                            

Caergwrle M.O.T 

Don't get stung with 
unnecessary repair bills! 

We only do MOT's 
No re-test fee 

Trade enquiries welcome 
Petrol & diesel tested 

Contact Philip Davies: 
01978 760539 

The Salon 
13 Hawarden Road, Hope 

Colouring & cutting; 

styling & perming. 

Beauty treatments: 

Manicures, pedicures, 

waxing, facials & massage. 

 
01978 760121 
Opening times: 

Mon/Tue/Thur/Fri 9-5:30 
Sat 9-3 

Friendly & professional service 

ID Fencing & Gates
All fencing types supplied & fitted. 

Gates made to measure, 

 supplied& fitted.

Fence & Gate repairs.  

High quality service, friendly, 

 trustworthy & competitive rates. 

No job too small.

Call: Darren 07725641920 

or 07809462972 

Email: nezy1@live.co.uk
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Pixie Lillies

Flowers for all occasions 

Bouquets, posies, balloons & baskets 

47a High Street, Caergwrle 

01978 762677 

 

Opening times 

Mon/Tue 8:30-4:30      Wed 8:30-1 

Thur/Fri 8:30-5          Sat 8:30-2

Rowlands Roofing

Contact Carl: 
07590816154 or 01352 217282 

Email: rowlands.roofing@gmail.com 
Arosfa, 1 Wesley Terrace, Treuddyn

Re-roofing - Chimney repointing 
Leadwork - Flat roofing 

Fascia/soffit repairs/ replacements 
Roof window fitting   
Replacement gutters 

All repair work undertaken

20 years experience. Fully qualified.

9 Chester Rd, Penyffordd 
01244 546566 

 
www.jemoleys.co.uk 

Something for everyone... 
 

Spot of lunch, 
fun kids birthday activity or 
just a cuppa and catch up. 

 
Meet, eat & paint. 

Private parties & events. 
 

Parking.  
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Keith Jones & Son 
Mechanical Services

Call: 07866 764052 - 07834 944925 

or 01978 761666 

Email: keithjonesandson@btconnet.com 

Unit 1 Derby Park Farm, Penyffordd

Engine Re-Mapping - Autoboss diagnostics 

Engine & gearbox - Servicing - exhausts 

Brakes - Clutches - Welding - MOT prep 

Tyres all makes & sizes. Puncture repairs 

Bodywork & sprayshop 

 

* Vehicle collection & delivery
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Facemasks on Facebook

Congratulations to Leslie and Kathleen 
who have been busy making their 
contribution to the Covid-19 effort!  
Where there’s a will, there’s a way!

The Penyffordd Covid-19 Support 
Facebook group posted this on 2 June:

Today we met such a lovely couple 
Leslie and Kathleen Graham on our 

walk… Kathleen has been making 
material reusable masks and is giving 
them away free from a socially 
distanced table at the front on her 
garden – children’s and adult’s masks 
available. We did leave a donation 
perhaps towards making more. Well 
done to you and your lovely husband.

And here are the comments left by 
others online too:
• So so lovely – my son was well 
chuffed with his mask. Thanks again.
• The masks are super, we’ve had a 
couple.
• Amazing, well done.
• This is brilliant.

You can read the article for yourself 
online here: https://www.facebook.com/
Penyfforddsupport/photos
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Nature Notes
By Stuart Wilkinson 

The unseasonal high winds we've 
experienced during the last month or so 
brought down many otherwise healthy 
trees. Simply due to the fact that the 
trees are heavy with their dense 
Summer plumage which acts like a sail 
putting a huge strain on the roots. In 
commercial softwood (conifer), 
plantations, the trees which are packed 
together tend to hold each other upright, 
but if one or two on the outer edges of 
the plantation blow down, then being 
shallow rooted, many of the others will 
also come down. 

Birds such as Ravens and Buzzards 
seem to enjoy these high winds 
especially when that wind is blowing up 
a slope. Up here during such high winds, 
both of these birds can be seen hanging, 
head to the wind for quite long periods, 
watching for prey in the grass below. 
Kestrels hover naturally whether there 
be any wind or not, but the Ravens and 
Buzzards need a good wind 
pushing uphill to be able to hang 
motionless like this. Val and I witnessed 
a strange ‘illusion’ the other day. We 
had been out to do our weekly shop, 
and on the way back along the road into 
the village, we saw on the road ahead, 
what looked like a very flat, dark colour 
bird of prey lying on the tarmac. It was a 
very hot day with the sun shining directly 
overhead, and as we got nearer to the 
bird, we realised that it was in fact a 
shadow. We looked up, and there above 
us like a big motionless hang glider, 
hung a big female Buzzard, who with the 
sun directly above her, was creating a 
very large, very spooky shadow. 

We have baby birds everywhere at the 
moment. A second clutch of Blackbird 
chicks are growing fast in their nest on 
the shelf in our big shed. Blue tit chicks 
are calling for food as they hide in the 
bushes in the garden, and twenty or so 
House Sparrow chicks and parents are 
hammering the fat balls in the feeder.

When we first moved up here some 11 
years ago, there were a lot of rabbits 
around the farm, and we spent many 
hours watching their antics. They were 
being preyed upon by a female Stoat, 
who had a brood of kits beneath the 
roots of a huge dead Eucalyptus tree 
at the back of the house, and we would 
see her on a daily basis running past 
our ‘Nature Window’, carrying a baby 
rabbit to feed to her litter of babies. This 
little Stoat raised her young for two more 
years running, before abandoning the 
garden when we had to remove the dead 
tree for safety reasons. The colony of 
rabbits continued for another couple of 
years, until they fell foul to Myxomatosis 
or Viral Haemorrhaging Disease, and 
were completely wiped out. Looking out 
of the bedroom window the other 
morning, I noticed a young rabbit 
wandering about our yard and then saw 
it again later at the edge of a nettle bed. 
Curiously, only a day or two before, I 
noticed a Stoat scat (poo), on a stone in 
the garden, so I suspect that the Stoat 
had discovered the rabbits and had 
moved in to take advantage of the colony 
to feed any young that they may have. 
For the past few years, rabbits have 
been almost wiped out by the 
aforementioned viruses, but do seem to 
be fighting back – very resilient 
creatures, I must admit. 

The Cuckoos, Curlews and Skylarks 
are still calling and singing amongst the 
grasses on the blanket bog, indicating 
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that they're having success in 
breeding, considering that more and 
more people are walking the public 
footpath that crosses the bog. When one 
considers that we are still in lockdown, 

we are very surprised at the number of 
walkers – not all locals, that are using 
the footpaths. Strangers, who we believe 
have second homes in the area, who 
think that Wales has the same rules as 
England, or simply have no respect for 
rules of any kind. 

This year seems to be a traumatic year 
for urban-nesting Peregrine Falcons, 
who during the 1950s, were almost 
wiped out due to pesticide, but are now 
falling victim to their own success. Many 
of the towns in the Merseyside area,  
Liverpool itself, have become home to 

many pairs of these iconic birds due 
in no small part to the increase in feral 
pigeons who are themselves attracted 
to town and city centres by the food 
waste from many fast food outlets and 
also by well-meaning members of the 
public feeding them and other small 
birds. Herring Gulls have conlonised 
their too for the same reasons. What 
actually happens is: City Peregrines nest 
on tall buildings in our towns and cities. 
Everything is hunky-dory until the young 
Peregrines leave the nest at between 5 
and 6 weeks of age and will often land 
on a much lower building, often with a 
flat roof, where they wait patiently for the 
adults to bring in food for them. Sadly, 
these flat roofs are home to breeding 
Herring Gulls, who unsurprisingly take 
great exception to that. Although falcons 
are capable of killing gulls, in actual fact, 
the roles are reversed with the adult gulls 
attacking the young falcons to protect 
their own chicks. In the past few days 
between June 1st and June 10th, some 
6 young falcons have had to be rescued 
from the clutches of Herring Gulls, at 
least 2 have died. Some of the young 

falcons have been returned to their 
nests, but attacked once more. This has 
resulted in them having  to be ‘rescued’ 
and are now in the hands of several 
falconers, who are now holding them at 
their homes and training them as one 
would train birds for falconry, whilst 
getting the birds fit and muscled up. 
This is all being done with the proviso 
that when these young falcons are flying 
strongly for them to be capable of 
fending for themselves, they will be 
ringed by official ringers for the British 
Trust for Ornithology and then taken to 
suitable locations and released. The 
City-Peregrine nests will sensibly be 
blocked off to prevent the birds from 
nesting there in future years, in the 
hope that the birds will select more 
suitable sites to nest. 
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Office space & 
caravan storage

The Yew Tree Business Centre 

Yew Tree Farm, 

Wrexham Road, Hope 

Contact us on 01978 762151 

or 07745 759487 

 

www.yewtreeofficespace.com

Chiropody/Podiatry

Karen Murphy  
MChA.D.Pod.M HCPC reg. 

58 Brunswick Road, Buckley 

Clinic: 01244 540050 

Mobile: 07921 706756

Opening times 

Monday 2pm - 8pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9am - 5pm 

Alternative appointment times by special arrangement. 

Ground floor clinic with disabled access

8 Hawarden Rd, Hope 
 

Opening times: Thurs/Fri & 
Sat: 17:00-21:00 
Sun: 17:00-20:00

HOPE  
PIZZA  
HOUSE

Call 01978
769285
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County Home 
Services
Call Ian Sumpter 

01978 762071 or 07778 393552 
www.littlejobs.co.uk

For all your little jobs: 

Minor plumbing 

Electrical 

Minor building work 

Grass cutting/landscaping 

Patio/decking/fencing 

Painting, decorating & tiling 

Flat pack assembly 

Window repair/fitting 

Bathroom/kitchen fitting

All household cleaning undertaken 
Spring cleaning 

Ironing (take away or own home) 
No job too big or too small 

Tina's Domestic 
Cleaning Services

Competitive Rates - Fully Insured 
Very Trustworthy 

For a free no obligation quote 
call Tina on 01244 545824 or 

07751 277927
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DCN Plumbing & Heating Service 

Boiler & heating installation, servicing & repairs. 

Complete bathroom design & installation. 

Gas fire & cooker installation & repair. 

Underfloor heating & water solar systems. 

High quality, friendly & trustworthy service. 

Gas and Oil registered. 

07725 641920 or 07809 462972  

nezy1@live.co.uk

Westminster Carpet 

Cleaning Services

Specialist cleaning - 

carpets, rugs & 

upholstery

Local, reliable family 

run business. We pride 

ourselves on unbeaten prices. 

 

For a no obligation quote: 

01244 292441 or 07557 979263

Unique and stylish classic cars 
for all special occasions & entertaining 

Contact Des Olsen  
Mobile: 07734986698 

Email:simplydivinecars@gmail.com 
Find us on FB @SimplyDivineCars or 

Online at www.simplydivine.me.uk
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“Haranfa,” Cymau, 

Nr Wrexham 

01978 760200

H.J.Williams 

& Sons 

 

 
Complete Funeral Directors

Donna Price
Specialist in outside Catering

Hot & cold buffets, homemade
cakes and dinner parties of all sizes.

 All parties, events and life
celebrations catered for 

07708 857 241

FUZZY MUTTS

Dog grooming salon

Established family business 

61 Hawarden Rd, Penyffordd 

Call 01244 545959
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Our heritage - How the Alyn Villages Responded to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic 2020 – Part I by Dave Healey

The Coronavirus Pandemic of 2020 
was the worst global crisis since the 
Second World War and the worst world-
wide pandemic since the influenza 
pandemic which lasted from spring 1918 
to the early summer of 1919. Against 
a background of frightening television 
footage showing the impact of the virus 
in other parts of the world the UK Prime 
Minister, Boris Johnson, issued a ‘Stay at 
Home’ instruction to the nation on 23rd 
March. The Devolved Governments of 
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
issued similar instructions. The whole 
of Britain was under ‘lockdown.’ In due 
course all residents received a letter 
from the Prime Minister with an enclosed 
leaflet stating that, in order to protect the 
NHS and save lives, they should only 
leave the house for very limited reasons. 
This raised deep concerns about how 
vulnerable residents in isolation would 
receive essential supplies of food and 
medicine, especially if they were without 
assistance from friends and relatives.

Even before the ‘lockdown’ was formally 
announced it was apparent that some 
sort of community support would be 
needed to deal with the crisis at a 
local level. Hope resident Matt Zeqiri, 
seized the initiative and suggested the 
need for an action group on the Hope, 
Caergwrle, Abermorddu and Cefn–y-
bedd Facebook site on 13th March 2020. 
This received a very positive response 
from local people and by 14th Matt had 
established a What’s App Group for local 
people who wished to help in some way 
during the crisis. 

On 16th March, precisely one week 
before lockdown, Matt appeared via 
Skype on a UK BBC News item which 
covered the various UK-wide responses 

which people were making to provide 
assistance during the pandemic. The 
group, which Matt had established, was 
used as the example from Wales; it put 
the village of Hope on the UK map.

Initially, a broad range of suggestions 
for support within the community 
were suggested but it soon became 
apparent that the focus of the Group’s 
activities would have to be narrowed 
down. Although the volunteers came 
from a wide range of backgrounds and 
had a variety of skills to offer, it was 
considered best to concentrate on a 
more limited number of services which 
would be made available. The main 
focus of support became the delivery of 
shopping, prescriptions from pharmacies 
and other essential errands for those 
who were vulnerable and self isolating 
during the crisis. This also included dog 
walking for those who were unable to 
leave home. 

The Group benefitted greatly from 
the early recruitment of Gill Pearson, 
a former Occupational Therapist with 
Flintshire County Council, who was 
between jobs at the time of the crisis. 
Gill’s extensive experience had given 
her strong skills in organisation and 
an acute sense of what was needed 
in order to ensure that appropriate 
practices with regard to safeguarding 
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were firmly embedded. An early decision 
was made, within the Group, that those 
who would have access to sensitive data 
and make deliveries to homes would 
be volunteers who were able to show 
evidence of having an enhanced DBS 
certificate. Whilst this was vital to ensure 
the protection of service users, it served 
to give the Group credibility with other 
agencies and bodies like Flintshire Local 
Voluntary Council (FLVC), Flintshire 
County Council’s Single Point of Access 
(SPOA) and North Wales Police. In 
due course this enabled volunteers to 
receive a Welsh Government Parking 
Permit which provided permission, 
subject to guidance, for holders to park 
on all council owned on-street parking 
spaces and car parks. FLVC issued 
volunteers with a covering letter to 
support volunteers who may be needed 
to make several visits to supermarkets 
for different households. The Group 
became part of a nationally recognised 
network of COVID-19 Mutual Aid UK 
organisations operating across the 
United Kingdom. Local volunteers 
also received a letter of appreciation 
from Sasha Hatchett, Assistant Chief 
Constable, North Wales Police and Chair 
of the Strategic Coordination Group of 
the North Wales Local Resilience Forum. 
The comments made by the Assistant 
Chief Constable provide an appropriate 
tribute to the work which was going on:
“..You continue to be an integral part of 
the response to this crisis; our combined 
efforts have made a real difference in 
protecting the NHS and saving lives and 
for that I am truly grateful. You have been 
a groundswell of gifted and committed 
individuals who have offered your time to 
assist in the overall response.”

Gill Pearson was also largely responsible 
for the development of the Volunteer 
Action Group Plan which formed part 
of the Welcome Pack that was issued 
to new volunteers. The Action Plan was 
discussed in detail with local County 

Councillors and SPOA prior to use and 
provided an exemplarity organisational 
framework for use by Group members.  

Whilst every effort was made to 
advertise the service on social media, it 
was quite apparent that several of those 
in most need may not have access to the 
Internet. Various leaflets were printed by 
Group members to make the information 
available in hard copy form and for 
posters in local shops. Volunteers were 
quick to spring to help with the delivery 
of a March issue of ‘Heartbeat’ produced 
by local County Councillors. Around 
2,000 copies of this were successfully 
delivered across the two wards of Hope 
and Caergwrle (including Abermorddu) 
before the actual lockdown commenced 
on 23rd March. This issue carried news 
of the Group with contact numbers as its 
lead item. The message was reinforced 
by a short video clip which appeared on 
the website of Hope Parish Church.

Whilst the main focus of the work of the 
Group involved making deliveries of food 
and medicine to vulnerable and isolated 
residents in the area of Hope, Caergwrle, 
Abermorddu and Cefn-y-bedd it was 
necessary for additional deliveries to 
be made elsewhere, including locations 
beyond the Flintshire border, simply 
because there was no one else to assist 
those particular residents. Indeed, it 
is difficult to imagine how some of the 
residents, even closer to home, would 
have managed without the existence 
of this Group. The feedback from the 
service users glowed with expressions 
of warm appreciation. The service 
which the Group provided was of 
particular benefit to pharmacies who 
may have been overwhelmed without 
this assistance. Wherever possible the 
Group worked with local shops, notably 
but not exclusively, Caergwrle Spar 
which received orders and payment 
by telephone and then prepared the 
packages for delivery. This meant 
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that the volunteers themselves did not 
generally need to handle money or 
cards. 

There was close liaison between Gill 
Pearson and the Caergwrle Pharmacy 
throughout the period. The Pharmacy 
had led the way in the community by 
establishing social distancing within the 
shop and in the wearing of Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE). In due 
course staff made use of visors that had 
been made by staff using 3-D printing 
at Castell Alun High School. There 
had never been such close community 
networking since the Second World War. 

The volunteers also showed a 
remarkable degree of support for each 
other in the course of the crisis. Some of 
the deliveries were to remote locations, 
addresses with house names, rather 
than numbers or locations where post 
codes did not work with Sat Navs. 
Thanks to What’s App, no volunteer 
was ever left without support from other 
members of the Group, who assisted by 
downloading Google maps and giving 
directions. Each of the deliveries was 
followed up by a separate telephone call, 
by a County Councillor, to the recipient 
to ensure that the delivery had been 
received and to see if any other form of 
support or advice was needed by the 

person who was self-isolating. There 
were numerous cases where this follow 
up was really appreciated and it was 
possible for a number of other service 
user concerns to be addressed.
 
Several of the volunteers were 
themselves key workers or in 
professions that placed work demands, 
often via virtual meetings, upon them. 
They therefore had to balance their 
volunteering with the demands of 
their job. On occasions when it was 
apparent that a volunteer was under 
pressure or, perhaps having to self-
isolate themselves, there were always 
words of support and, where necessary, 
supportive action from the other 
volunteers. The teamwork and solidarity 
amongst members of the team was a 
distinguishing feature of the operation. 
However, in the aftermath of the first 
easing of lockdown restrictions in 
England and Wales, several volunteers 
found they now had to return to work or 
take on other commitments. This put the 
viability of the Group at serious risk at 
a time when the number of coronavirus 
cases was actually rising in Flintshire and 
Wrexham where the pandemic had yet 
to reach its peak. The fall in the number 
of volunteers also coincided with an 
increase in workload, especially from the 
increase in prescriptions which needed 
to be delivered. Action would be needed 
to ensure that the service could still be 
provided. 

To be continued…..

The views expressed in this article are 
those of the author and do not reflect 
the policy of Flintshire County Council. 
Readers are welcome to contact the 
author with any news or views on the 
local heritage at DHealey204@aol.com 
or by telephoning 01978 761 523.
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J.K.Williams & Daughter 

Over 25 years experience. Painter & Decorator.  

City & Guilds. F.T.C. 

Interior and exterior. No job too small. 

Covering Wrexham, Mold and Chester areas. 

Quote this advert for 10% off. 

Call 01978 762142 or 07709907854 

Mavis Lewis 

For any sewing requirements. 

Curtains made. 

Alterations. 

Zips inserted. 

Clothes shortened. 

32 Bryn Derw, Cefn Y Bedd 
01978 760720 

Gwyn Kirkham

General, local contractor 

& maintenance 

 

Over 30 years experience 

No job too small 

 

07852 456952 
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1st Hope Brownies By Alison Mills (Brown Owl)

We do not know when we will be 
able to resume Guiding meetings, 
but this hasn’t stopped us learning 
new skills, helping others and having 
fun. The girls have been busy again 
with their interest badges. Niamh 
has completed her Performer 
badge by planning, rehearsing 
and recording cookery videos. 
Niamh has also started work on 
the Charities badge by making and 
selling necklaces to raise money for 
Chester Zoo. Alex has been busy 
completing the Baking badge; her 
finale was a cake made to represent 
the story The Three Little Pigs. 

This month Effi and Naomi have 
celebrated being members 
of Girlguiding for 1 year, 
congratulations girls. We have all 
been working on our kitchen skills; 
we have been learning how to use 
kitchen utensils safely by peeling, 

chopping and grating 
ingredients to make yummy fajitas. 
We have also been singing; as you 
know Brownies love singing and we 
have been practising some of our 
favourites and learning some new 
ones via Youtube.

We are about to start working 
towards a new badge from 
Girlguiding Cymru, as well as lots of 
fun challenges. The proceeds from 
the badge sales are going to NHS 
charities. We will tell you about the 
challenges that we complete for this 
in next month’s magazine.

Go Well and Safely.
Join the adventure - Visit 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus 
or call 08001 695901
For more information contact 
hopebrownieguides@gmail.com 

Dickinson & Son

Bathroom installation and tiling. 
General house maintenance 

and renovations.

Warren 07907 082556      Tony 07773 340266 
Home 01978 761736  Email: dickinsonandson@hotmail.com

A local, family-run business based in Hope
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Sue's Barnetts

Castle Farm, Sandy Lane, 

Shordley, Hope.

01978 760577 or 07939661101 

 

 

Opening times: Wed 9-12; Thur 10-9; Sat 10-12

Colours - Foils - pro tints

Andrews Decorating 
Services 

Established 1986 

Ring David Andrews (proprietor) 

for high class quality decorating 

Balmoral, 20 Mold Road 

Mynydd Isa. Nr. Mold CH7 6TD 

01244 544615 or 07855 855026 

UPVC ROOFLINE 
REPLACEMENT UPVC 
FASCIAS, 
BARGEBOARDS, 
SOFFITS, GUTTERING 
and GUTTER REPAIRS 

Fitted by time served joiner with over 30 years 
experience 

     ALSO 

    UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS FITTED 

     AND 

MISTY SEALED UNITS REPLACED 
 

 

For free quote without obligation please contact 
Martin Jones 

Tel:  01978 762181 or 07834191454 
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     thus: ‘Your — is like the tower of Lebanon 
looking towards — ’ (Song of Songs 7:4) 
(4,8) 
6. ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 
buckled — your waist’ (Ephesians 6:14) 
(5)
10. Trout (anag.) (5) 
11. Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 
5:14) (5) 
12. The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 
10:3) (5) 
13. One of the clans descended from 
Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) (9) 
14. “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, 
“one who — bread into the bowl with me”’ 
(Mark 14:20) (4) 
15. Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4) 
18. Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5) 
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5) 
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5) 
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4) 
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as 
king of the Babylonians, was one (Daniel 
5:31) (4)

Across
1.  ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he 
may strengthen you with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being’ (Ephesians 
3:16) (6)
4.  ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner 
were sons of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51) (6)
7.  ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm 
103:1) (4) 
8.  See 5 Down 
9.  Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8) 
13. ‘Who of you by worrying can — a 
single hour to his life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3) 
16. Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13) 
17. ‘Your young men will see visions, 
your — men will dream dreams’ (Acts 
2:17) (3)
19. How David described his Lord 
(Psalm 19:14) (8) 
24. ‘If this city is built and its — — 
restored, you will be left with nothing in 
Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3) 
25. ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make you — for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4) 
26. Intended destination 
of arrows (Lamentations 
3:12) (6) 
27. Eve hit (anag.) (6)

Down
1.  ‘For I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you 
will find — for your souls’ 
(Matthew 11:29) (4)
2.  Where Peter was when 
he denied Christ three 
times (Luke 22:55) (9)
3.  Remarkable early 20th-
century Indian evangelist, 
a convert from Hinduism, 
— Sundar Singh (5)
4.  ‘Now the king had put 
the officer on whose — — 
leaned in charge of the 
gate’ (2 Kings 7:17) (3,2)
5  and 8 Across. The 
Lover describes this facial 
feature of the Beloved 



45

     



46

ACROSS: 1. Care 3. Paradise 8. Null 9. Profaned 11. Legalistic 14. Closed 15. 
Stores 17. Missionary 20. Covenant 21. Thai 22. Trade-off 23. Eden
DOWN: 1. Conflictt 2. Religion 4. Arrest 5. Affliction 6. Iona 7. Eddy 10. 
Allegiance 12. Preached 13. Assyrian 16. A son of 18. Scot 19. DVLA
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Wordsearch - St Mary Magdalene, 
the woman with a past 

It is easy to understand the popularity of Mary Magdalene 
over the centuries: she is the patron saint both of repentant 
sinners and of the contemplative life. Jesus drove seven 
demons from Mary, who came from near Tiberius in Galilee. 
Mary has also sometimes been identified with the woman 
who anointed Christ’s feet in the house of Simon. She 
became His follower to the bitter end. She followed Him to 
Jerusalem and was present during the crucifixion, standing 
heart-broken at the foot of the cross. Her love for Jesus 
did not end there, for she went to the tomb to anoint 
His body on the Sunday morning. Such faithful, humble 
devotion was richly repaid; it gave her a unique privilege 
among all mankind: she was the first person to whom the 
Risen Lord appeared on Easter Sunday morning. She 
thought He was the gardener at first. Jesus told Mary 
to go to His disciples and tell them about His return to 
Heaven. She was obedient and became the first emissary 
of the resurrection. In those days, the witness of a woman 
was worthless. Despite ridicule, Mary had the courage to 
speak about Jesus in a place of great disbelief. 

Mary 
patron 

repentant 
sinners 

contemplative 
life 

seven 
demons 
Tiberius 

galilee 
anoint 

feet 
follower 

end 
Jerusalem 
Crucifixion

foot 
cross 
tomb 
body 

morning 
faithful 

humble 
devotion 
privilege 
mankind 

risen 
appeared 

easter 
gardener 

disciples 
return 

obedient 
resurrection 

witness 
courage 
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Photograph of Park In The Past lake by Hannah Taylor Photograph of Park In The Past lake by Hannah Taylor 
(find Hannah on Instagram at hanmarie_photo).(find Hannah on Instagram at hanmarie_photo).


