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Hello
Well it's been another long and strange month of lockdown for most of us. VE Day 
celebrations in lockdown were nevertheless colourful and joyous - a glimmer of joy and 
hope even in the darkest of modern times. See some pictures of how people decorated 
their homes and how our villages were decorated (page 22-23). 

It is heartwarming to see and hear about people in our community helping others in so 
many ways, from Castell Alun High School making PPE, people crocheting rainbows 
and leaving for people to find to put a smile on people's faces, to delivering food, 
medication etc. We again say thank you to all the keyworkers out there who are modern 
day super heroes - going out, fighting the good fight, to help protect us and look after us 
all. You can also read about 6 year old Charlie Thompson who decided to do something 
amazing by raising money (page 27), having been inspired by Captain Tom. Well done 
Charlie. It just shows that, despite lockdown, we are all capable of doing amazing things. 
If you want to share what you have done during lockdown, please email the Editor. Stay 
safe, stay well. 

Editorial and advertising - Next edition's 
content to be submitted by 20th of 
each month. Please supply photographs, 
contact details, website address and social 
media pages where appropriate. 

Online - Keep in touch on our website at
www.hopeparishchurch.org or Like us on 
www.facebook.com/hopeparishchurch

Subscribe - To request a copy to be 
delivered locally visit www.hopeparish
church.org and click subscribe.

Where to buy a magazine - You can also 
buy your copy from both Emmanuel & Hope 

Churches, Jemoleys, Hope Post Office, 
Be Beautiful in Caergwrle and Llanfynydd 
Post Office.

Hope Church Hall Hire - To book the 
Church Hall for meetings, functions and 
events email 
hallbooking@hopeparishchurch.org 
or call Sue Pickering on 01244 660364.

Hope Church Hall Management - 
contact Adam Taylor 07718 618622.

Email Claire Olsen on
editor@hopeparishchurch.org

or call on 01978 761792
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I wonder how itchy are your feet getting? Are 
you hoping to coming out of Lockdown? Or are 
you quite content to be staying at home?
At the time of writing (19 May), we now have 
two messages being put to us, by Westminster 
and the Welsh Assembly Government. In 
Wales we are being told to continue to “Stay 
At Home, Protect the NHS and Save Lives”.  
Over the border however they’re now being 
told to “Stay Alert, Control the Virus and Save 
Lives.” Living in Wales near the English border, 
it can be confusing to know how to live by 
the contrasting new rules (I imagine many of 
us know someone who lives in Wales, but 
works in England). I’m choosing however to 
be positive and optimistic about having two 
slogans to live by.  Better to Stay at Home 
(where we can) AND Stay Alert (at all times), 
better to Protect the NHS BY Controlling the 
Virus, and lastly let’s celebrate that everyone is 
agreed on Saving Lives!  

On 15th May, the Welsh Assembly 
Government issued its second report on how 
the corona virus pandemic is being tackled in 
Wales. The 20 page report, entitled Unlocking 
our Society and Economy: Continuing the 
Conversation, can be downloaded and read in 
full from gov.wales. It sets out a helpful FOUR-
colour traffic light system, moving us from a 
black Lockdown to red, to amber, to a green 
new normal, where physical distancing is 
considered as standard.  
 
The report goes on to categorise Welsh Life 
into nine areas of:  Education and care of 
children, Seeing family and friends, Travel, 

Adam Pawley
Rector of Hope Parish Church & 
Emmanuel Church Penyffordd. 

Vicar of St John the Baptist 
Church, Penymynydd.

01978 760439
rector@hopeparishchurch.org

Gill Stanning
Vicar of Llanfynydd & Cymau and 

Borderlands Mission Priest.
01244 541420

g.stanning@btinternet.com

The Re ctor Writes
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The Re ctor Writes
– but the current advice for churches across 
England and Wales is not just yet.

Fortunately however our online church 
services are thriving (and who’s to say they 
won’t be here for the long term too?). I’m 
very impressed at how many new people 
are now getting to grips online! This month 
I’m delighted to bring you more information 
in our magazine/ website too about our 
newest Local Church initiative for during 
Lockdown – in particular for those of you 
who are not online or who find it difficult to 
navigate around Facebook – we are now 
making our local church services, led by 
familiar voices, available by telephone too – 
Call Chester 01244 566133 for our Dial-
A-Church-Service. Our church buildings 
may be closed (we’re staying safe), but the 
church continues to be open (we’re keeping 
well).

In Christ, Adam

Exercise and sport, Leisure, Work, 
Shopping, Public services and last on the 
list, Practising faith. For places of worship 
it looks like it’s going to be a very slow exit 
process out of lockdown for us.

Whilst some of the nine categories are 
now moving into the Red, churches remain 
very much under ‘Black Lockdown’.  
Our churches remain closed except for 
graveside funerals.

Under Red, places of worship will begin 
to open again, but only for private prayer.  
Under Amber, church services will begin 
again, but they will be limited in frequency 
and congregation size. Quite how we will 
do that when our services are meant to be 
made available to everyone, I don’t know 
yet!  Even under Green, where all places 
of worship will be open with our full ranges 
of services, this will have to be done whilst 
ensuring physical distancing.

I am sure many of us are looking forward to 
getting back to church – even trying church 
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The Prayer Page
Unlocking our potential in the Power of Prayer
A Pentecost Prayer:
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father: ignite in us your holy fire; strengthen your children 
with the gift of faith; revive your Church with the breath of love; and renew the face of 
the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Give thanks and pray for...

The Holy Spirit; that we would filled with his fire and brought to fullness of life.

All volunteers giving their time to help the isolated or vulnerable, or making PPE for 
NHS staff and other key workers.

The rich variety of worship, prayer, 
meditative, pastoral, and social 
activity taking place within our church 
communities, despite not being able to 
meet together as usual.

The spirit of peace celebrated across our 
villages in such style on VE Day.
The work of our schools who are trying 
to ensure children are safe and can 
continue to access education during the 
lockdown.

All key workers and others who may be 
returning to their jobs at this time.

The regeneration of the environment 
in many parts of the world during this 
period of restricted movement; that we 
would learn about conservation for the 
future.

In particular please pray for:
- The leaders of the nations as they 
seek the wisdom to lead countries 
safely out of lockdown and control 
Covid-19.
- Anyone affected physically or 
mentally by the virus.
- Our teachers and young people as 
the Welsh Assembly seeks a way to 
enable schooling to recommence 
safely.
- Families who may be under 
significant strain due to the 
lockdown.
- Those affected financially by the 
virus and lockdown and that we 
would all be filled with a spirit of 
generosity and hope.
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Celebrating Life
In Memory

Alwen Hughes of Hope, aged 78 years. Graveside service conducted by 
Mission Area Leader, Canon Martin Batchelor at Hope Cemetery, 7 April. **

Constance Catherall, formerly of Penymynydd, aged 95 years.  
Graveside service conducted by Rev Gareth Erlandson at St John the 
Baptist Church, Penymynydd, 27 April.

Violet Alice Durham, “Vera”, of Leeswood, aged 97 years. Service 
conducted by licensed lay minister, Mrs Pam Attree, at Pentrebychan 
Crematorium, 11 May.

Joseph Ivor Hughes, “Ivor”, of Northop Hall (formerly Caergwrle), 
aged 74 years. Service conducted by Rev Adam Pawley at Flintshire 
Crematorium, Northop, 12 May.

** A note from Rev Adam Pawley:  My sincere apologies to the family 
of Alwen Hughes for the incorrect listing in May’s magazine.  Alwen 
was laid to rest in Hope Cemetery. 
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Our Online Worship continues 
to thrive. Join us on Hope Parish 
Church’s Facebook page on: 
Sundays at 2pm with Adam and 
Gareth; Monday TiddleTots with 
Rachel at 10:30am; Thursday Home 
Group with Adam & Claire T. Look 
up St John’s page for Helena’s 
Monday Mindful Moment. Plus look 
out for additional posts during the 
course of the week. 

Our 30-minute VE Day Film was 
very well attended on Facebook.  
As at 20th May, it had reached 
nearly 3,600 people, 263 clicked to 
watch it, and 145 had liked/reacted, 
commented on it or shared it with 
someone else.  You can still view 
the film online on Facebook or on 
the Hope Church website at www.
hopeparishchurch.org/news/ve-day-
celebration-service.  From Mon 8 
to Wed 10 June, you can listen to a 
repeat audio-recording of the same 
service too by telephoning our new 
Dial-a-Church-Service number 
01244 566311.  Your call rates to the 
Chester Area Code 01244 will apply.

A very big thank you to all our 
VE Day Celebration contributors:  
including Rachel on the trumpet, 

Church Online, VE Day and Celebrating Ascension 

Luke and Ellen reading on behalf of 
the uniform groups, Janet & Claire, 
and Alan on behalf of our local 
community councils, to Emmanuel 
warden/ NHS Key Worker Helen for 
reading the Peace Prayer, and to 
editors Nigel & Kirsty.

Our 30-min Ascension Day 
film can also still be viewed 
online at Facebook and at www.
hopeparishchurch.org/news/
ascension-day-service.  Again from 
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Mon 22 to Wed 24 June, you will 
be able to listen to a repeat audio-
recording of the service on the 
Dial-a-Church-Service line 01244 
566311 too. Thank you again to 
all who contributed; like the VE 
Day film, our Ascension film was 
filmed around our villages and 
churches with several contributors.
Penyffordd-1436112943328185/).
In other activity, the St 
John’s Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/
stjohnspenymynyddflintshire/) is also 
busy in its own right, with various 
members of the congregation 
recording Bible readings throughout 
Holy Week and Helena’s “Monday 
Mindful Moment” slot. What the 
churches offer is evolving week by 
week during lockdown, so be sure 

to look us up if you haven’t done 
so already. Also, if you have any 
comments, please do get in touch 
either via one of the Facebook 
pages or by email (Rev Adam – 
rector@hopeparishchurch.org, Rev 
Gareth – curate@hopeparishchurch.
org, or Kirsty – kirsty.blain@
hopeparishchurch.org).

THE LION STORES 

HOPE POST OFFICE

Off Licence 
Newsagents 

Groceries & General Goods 
 
 

01978 762818 
Postmistress: Tracey Scattergood
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www.gpwtrusts.co.uk 

 Office:  01978 761483 

Mobile:  07979 697 231

Wills, Trusts 
Probate & LPA's

Gavin Prideaux-Williams 
GPW Trusts 

Cost Effective Legal Solutions

Based in 

Caergwrle. 

Home visits 

available .

850 000 people in the UK suffer from dementia 

Don't wait until it's too late

We live and work at the heart of your community 

and offer a friendly, cost effective service. 

 

Home visits available 

Office: 01978 761483     Mobile: 07979 697 231 

gavin@gpwtrusts.co.uk           www.gpwtrusts.co.uk

Lasting Powers of Attorney
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News from the Diocese
TRAINEE VICAR IN LLANDUDNO JUNCTION AND 
DEGANWY OFFERS LOCKDOWN HOPE THROUGH 
DAILY POEMS
A trainee vicar in Llandudno 
Junction and Deganwy is posting a 
poem a day on social media to try 
and lift the spirits of people during 
the lockdown. Ben Lines composes 
and films minute-long poems to 
encourage people to keep going 
with a simple message of hope and 
faith.
 
They reflect his own 
experience of his 
faith and family life 
during lockdown – 
recording the joys 
and the challenges 
of studying from 
home, looking after 
his two young sons 
with his wife, 
Catrin, and keeping 
up his fitness as a 
marathon runner. 
“Lockdown has left 
the whole of the UK 
searching for a new normal,” says 
Ben, an ordinand at St Padarn’s 
Institute, who was due to be 
ordained at St Asaph Cathedral in 
June and is on student placement at 
Llandudno Junction and 
Deganwy. “Most of us have lost our 
routines and rhythms that we 
depend upon. Instead we are 
confined to our homes, attempting 
to work and function remotely.  We 
are all more familiar now with Zoom 
and other video conferencing 
software than we would ever want 
to be. “Some are thriving in 

isolation whilst others are struggling to 
keep themselves going. I am at home 
with Catrin, who is a teacher, and 
therefore still working, and two young 
boys (aged four and two). Being an 
ordinand and a master’s student with 
essays still to write has bought extra 
pressure on us as a family. We have 
had moments of joy and moments of 

despair. We are 
conscious that our 
situation is not unique 
and it has been 
important for us to be 
honest and share our 
story with others.”
 
Ben, who ran three 
marathons last year 
and is training for 
another later this year, 
was inspired to write 
poetry by seeing how 
churches were 

reaching out to their 
communities in new and creative 
ways when their doors had to close. 
“The church is desperately trying to 
ensure that we continue to be the 
voice of hope and a beacon of light to 
those we are privileged to serve,” he 
says. “That same desire is what has 
prompted me to write a short daily 
poem. I have always loved poetry 
and have recently rediscovered a 
joy of writing. I wrote a longer piece 
inspired by the children’s book ‘Ham-
ilton’s Hats’ for Easter Sunday which 
we enjoyed filming as a family. We 
had a great response to that and so I 
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decided to challenge myself to write 
something everyday during lockdown. 
“It keeps me going, gives me purpose 
and space to reflect, and I hope 
encourages and blesses others in the 
process. The poems so far have been 
personal reflections, reflections on 
bible passages and bible characters, 
and the general circumstance that we 
find ourselves in. Each one has been 
roughly a minute, to ensure they are 
accessible, and has included a point 
of encouragement or challenge. “It 
has been wonderful to receive 
positive feedback from those who do 
not attend church and wouldn’t 
identify as ‘religious’, whilst also 
receiving encouragement from the 
congregation I serve and people 
within the wider church. We may be 
socially distant but we don’t have to 
be isolated from one another. We are 
all weathering the same storm, albeit 
in different boats, and can all do our 
own bit to keep one another going. My 
hope and prayer is that, in a very 
simple way, I am able to be an honest 
voice of hope and joy during these 
difficult days.”

You can follow Ben on Twitter: 
benjamin_lines or his Youtube 
Channel: Ben Lines

An example of  Ben's poems:
19.4.20 Day #6 -Another 3 weeks

So another 3 weeks of lockdown are 
here, I have to admit, 
I’ve shed many a tear.
 
The intensity of lockdown as a family 
of four, 
Is causing fractions and tensions like 
never 
before.

 
Wee on the sofa and 
some poo for good 
measure, 
Have stretched us and pushed us to 
the end of our tether.
 
There is no time of silence, no rest or 
break,
At the end of each day, back and 
forth we both shake.
 
Yet in the midst of it all there have 
been moments of joy,
Plenty of cuddles and surprise from 
each boy.
 
They are growing so fast, too fast I 
might say,
And considering our struggle they’re 
doing okay.
 
So as much as it’s tough in these 
strangest of times,
Try your hardest to cherish and look 
for the signs.
 
Of grace, hope and love that will 
make themselves known,
Give thanks for what you can, your 
family and home.
 
I don’t believe that God orchestrated 
this mess,
He loves us too much to cause this 
level of stress.
 
Yet in His great mercy He restores 
and redeems,
So we’ll trust in His goodness that 
flows in great streams.

Keep going, be strong and coura-
geous and know,
You are loved, You are cherished … 
Go with the flow.



20

Penyfford, Penymynydd  
& Dobshill WI by Pat Ransome

It is a month since we posted our last 
article for the online May edition of The 
Hope Parish Church magazine. With 
no likelihood of us meeting together for 
our monthly meetings for some time to 
come, we have just heard in Wales that 
the message remains to stay at home 
and …another day in lockdown dawns 
over Penyffordd and area…

So with that in mind, it is important that 
we keep in touch by whatever means 
we can and we are grateful to Rev 
Adam Pawley of Hope Parish Church, 
Claire the editor and all involved in the 
continued production of our Parish 
Church magazine, that we are able to 
share some space and thoughts here.

So…no meeting, no speaker but what 
has the last month held? For some of 
us it has meant walks during our daily 
exercise in the neighbourhood and 
the chance to appreciate the changing 
seasons from the blossom of Spring to 
the emergence of Summer blooms. We 
are fortunate to have such countryside 
on our doorsteps. 
                   
As Spring now turns towards 
Summer, the view from my window 
has changed. The cherry blossom has 
disappeared to be replaced by green 
leaves and the copper beech hedge is 

shedding last year's brown leaves. This 
has meant endless sweeping up of our 
step. Previous unseen or un noticed 
weeds seem to grow in abundance, so 
there's plenty of sweeping and 
weeding to keep me busy as I am sure 
is the same with many of us.      
                                                           

Our President, Glenys Brannan, has 
continued to stay in contact with 
members via email with messages of 
support and Karola Hall has forwarded 
information sent through to our group 
from national WI with regular updates 
and changes to competition dates. 
For those members unable to access 
email, Karola wrote individual letters.  
 
VE Day last Friday will have seen 
many of our members celebrate quietly 
at home or in their gardens having 
decorated their own houses. Bunting 
made by both the ladies of WI and the 
village was used as part of the VE Day 
display in the centre of Penyffordd and 
thanks were shared with them from the 
Chair of the  Community Council 
Chairman, Alan Wight.                                             
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Peacehaven Acupuncture & 
Complementary Therapies 

The clinic is set in scenic 
surroundings in Penyffordd. 

With free, accessible parking. 

Valerie Williams Bsc (Hons) Traditional 
Chinese Medicine. Member of ATCM UK 

Contact: 01244 547280 or 
07740290175 

www.peacehaventherapies.com 

During the past months some of our 
members have been busy making 
scrubs for our NHS and any 

contributions can still be left – in bags 
and labelled – in the boxes provided at 
the following locations at Spar, 
Penyffordd; Castell Alun School, Hope; 
10 Priory Close, Penyffordd

Yvonne and Gaynor, two of our group 
members, have also been busy knitting 
hearts and rainbows which they sent to 
Nightingale House, Wrexham and they 
received a letter of thanks.                                

Again, we hope you are all keeping 
well and safe and, as before, we look 
forward to when we can meet again. If 
next month you would like to 
incude any activities or pursuits you 
have taken up or tales from lock-
down that you would like to share, 
please let me know. You can ring on 
07946472975.

Stay safe all. 
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75th Anniversary of VE Day by Claire Olsen

Although our celebrations for the 75th Anniversary of VE Day on 8th May 2020 
were rather different than planned, even in lockdown our community did us 
proud. We were able to use the knitted bunting, kindly made and donated to us 
by Mrs Susan Jones of Abermorddu, to decorate the village signs and the 
Cenotaph. These really did brighten up our village. 

In the lead up to the event, on my daily walks I noticed and admired the efforts 
that people had made to decorate their homes. 
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We even had one of our residents, Heather Cunnah from Caergwrle, in the 
Leader due to all her hard work recreating an Anderson Shelter (see picture 
below left of Heather with the display). We couldn't resist a special visit to take a 
look around the display and a black and white photograph of my step son next to 
it). A great photo opportunity, I'm sure many other residents did the same. Well 
done Heather.

We as a family hope you all enjoyed remembering and celebrating VE Day 2020 
and did your version of the Stay At Home VE Day party just like we did. This is 
how we decorated our house - taping the windows and bunting (picture bottom 
left). We celebrated with a family Stay at Home party via Zoom (pictures below). 
Thank goodness for technology! Well done everyone who celebrated in their 
own ways you did our Community proud.
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Pixie Lillies

Flowers for all occasions 

Bouquets, posies, balloons & baskets 

47a High Street, Caergwrle 

01978 762677 

 

Opening times 

Mon/Tue 8:30-4:30      Wed 8:30-1 

Thur/Fri 8:30-5          Sat 8:30-2

Rowlands Roofing

Contact Carl: 
07590816154 or 01352 217282 

Email: rowlands.roofing@gmail.com 
Arosfa, 1 Wesley Terrace, Treuddyn

Re-roofing - Chimney repointing 
Leadwork - Flat roofing 

Fascia/soffit repairs/ replacements 
Roof window fitting   
Replacement gutters 

All repair work undertaken

20 years experience. Fully qualified.

9 Chester Rd, Penyffordd 
01244 546566 

 
www.jemoleys.co.uk 

Something for everyone... 
 

Spot of lunch, 
fun kids birthday activity or 
just a cuppa and catch up. 

 
Meet, eat & paint. 

Private parties & events. 
 

Parking.  
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Keith Jones & Son 
Mechanical Services

Call: 07866 764052 - 07834 944925 

or 01978 761666 

Email: keithjonesandson@btconnet.com 

Unit 1 Derby Park Farm, Penyffordd

Engine Re-Mapping - Autoboss diagnostics 

Engine & gearbox - Servicing - exhausts 

Brakes - Clutches - Welding - MOT prep 

Tyres all makes & sizes. Puncture repairs 

Bodywork & sprayshop 

 

* Vehicle collection & delivery
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What have you being doing in lockdown?
Charlie Thompson, aged 6 years old 
of Penyffordd,  who regularly attends 
Hope Parish Church, has been 
keeping himself active during his 
lockdown. After seeing the 
fantastic efforts of Sir Tom Moore and 
the amazing amount of money he 
raised for the NHS, Charlie and I (his 
Mum, Sarah Thompson), talked about 
Sir Tom Moore’s achievements. 

I asked Charlie if he could challenge 
himself and raise some money for 
the NHS here in North Wales. As we 
thought Sir Tom Moore was a star for 
what he had done, we decided Charlie 
could challenge himself to 100 star 
jumps a day, until he goes back to 
school. This could be a long way off! 
Charlie is on day 21 and is doing fan-
tastically. To date, he has completed 
over 2000 star jumps.

He originally set his target to raise 
£100, but has now raised just over 

£550. He knows that there is a chance 
he could be jumping until September, 
but he isn’t deterred. If you would like 
to support Charlie and encourage him 
to keep on jumping, or would like to 
read more on the Covid 19 fund 
charity in North Wales, his sponsor link 
is below, 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundrais-
ing/c-thompson190
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Nature Notes
By Stuart Wilkinson 

We have ended up with two pairs 
of Swallows this year, but as yet, 
there has been little in the way of 
commitment as far as nest building 
is concerned. There is no shortage 
of flying insects for them to eat and 
certainly there are plenty of chicken 
and goose feathers for nesting – 
they just seem to need a few more 
days to get going.  I swear I saw a 
pair of House Martins flying around 
too, but they did not stay more than 
a few minutes before moving on.

On the upside, a Cuckoo is calling 
from somewhere on the blanket 
bog, and two pairs of Skylarks are 
nesting there too with both male 
birds spending a great part of the 
day singing their little heads off 
high overhead.
 
Our Blackbirds are feeding a nest 
full of babies, as are the Wrens in 
the Swallow nests, and our Hedge 
Sparrows have fledged babies
hiding around the garden.
 
Not too far from our home, we 
noticed a Lapwing having a bit of 
a ruck with a Carrion Crow, and it 
would seem that the bird is one of a 
pair nesting on a nearby field which 
has been seeded with a cereal crop 
of some kind – a favourite site for 
these increasingly rare birds. I do 
hope they manage to succeed, 
though the chances are so very 
slim these days.
 
The Ospreys at Glaslyn and Brenig 
are both now incubating their eggs, 

as are the pair near Aberystwyth. 
This last pair comprising of the old 
female and a new male, who 
appeared recently after the 
original male – Monty, failed to turn 
up. It is unlikely that Val and I will be 
involved with any Osprey work this 
year due to the restrictions in place, 
but possibly we can be included in 
future seasons. 

This year we seem to have a huge 
number of Bumble Bees of many 
different types. In years past we 
have just had one or two all 
Summer, but this year as soon as 
our standard Flowering Currant 
(Ribes) bursts into bloom, a couple 
of Bumble Bees arrive and spend a 
couple of weeks feeding off the 
nectar before moving onto our 
Flowering Cherry (Prunus 
Amanagowa) a very upright growing 
tree, which at the time of writing, is 
in full flower and believe it or not, 
the whole tree is vibrating with the 
constant hum of the Bumble Bees, 
who build their solitary nests in the 
holes of Field Voles, on the heather 
bank just beyond our ‘Nature 
Window.’

We were beginning to think that our 
Red Starts were not going to come 
back this year, but as we lay in bed 
the other morning, the 
unmistakeable flute-like song of the 
cock bird floated up in through the 
open bedroom window. He sings 
from dawn to dusk every day to his 
mate, who will no doubt be already 
incubating her eggs in a crack 
between the big natural stone in 
one of our outbuildings. 
 
Each year, Val and I notice certain 
plants or shrubs that are having a 
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particularly good flowering year. 
This year, the Gorse seems to be 
better than we have ever seen it 
since we have been living up here. 
Vast swathes of this plant drape the 
hills with glorious golden blooms 
in the beautiful sunshine we are 
having at this time. In a few more 
weeks, the flowers will have 
finished and will give way to the 
gentle popping sound as the now 
full seed pods split open with quite 
some force, as the seeds are 
catapulted into the air.
 

Going back to our Blackbirds, the 
male which we believe to be of 
Siberian origin, works tirelessly 
from dawn until dusk, to feed his 
offspring, joined by his wife once 
the chicks have fledged. 

We have noticed that his wife 
collects worms for the fledglings, 
and whilst doing so, quite rightly 
eats some of the worms herself. Her 
mate however, takes every single 
worm back to the chicks, and as far 
as we are aware, we have 

never seen him be tempted to help 
himself, even though he works so 
diligently to collect them. So what, I 
hear you ask, does he eat in 
order to keep his strength up? Well, 
between visits to his offspring, the 
cock bird  visits one of our feeders 
which is always kept filled with a 
supply of fat balls. He hangs 
precariously on the wire feeder 
and pecks large pieces from the 
fat balls, before swallowing them 
hungrily. Once he has had enough, 
he flies back down to the field and 
resumes his job of catching worms 
for the kids. He certainly gets the 
best dad of the year award from us 
for the consideration he shows to 
his offspring!
 
 At the time of writing, five   
  lusty chicks are 
  almost bursting from 
   the nest, and 
  although as    
  I previously    
  stated, mum    
  is helping out her   
  mate in bringing food  
  for the brood, both   
  Val and I have   
  noticed    
 her also visiting 
one of the up per rooms in our 
granary carrying nesting material 
ready for her next brood. 

I must confess that I have never 
been able to accept the fact that 
females – including human females, 
are any good at multitasking, but in 
the case of this female Blackbird, I 
really do admit defeat!!

 Stay safe and alert!
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Office space & 
caravan storage

The Yew Tree Business Centre 

Yew Tree Farm, 

Wrexham Road, Hope 

Contact us on 01978 762151 

or 07745 759487 

 

www.yewtreeofficespace.com

Chiropody/Podiatry

Karen Murphy  
MChA.D.Pod.M HCPC reg. 

58 Brunswick Road, Buckley 

Clinic: 01244 540050 

Mobile: 07921 706756

Opening times 

Monday 2pm - 8pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9am - 5pm 

Alternative appointment times by special arrangement. 

Ground floor clinic with disabled access

8 Hawarden Rd, Hope 
 

Opening times: Thurs/Fri & 
Sat: 17:00-21:00 
Sun: 17:00-20:00

HOPE  
PIZZA  
HOUSE

Call 01978
769285
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Caergwrle M.O.T 

Don't get stung with 
unnecessary repair bills! 

We only do MOT's 
No re-test fee 

Trade enquiries welcome 
Petrol & diesel tested 

Contact Philip Davies: 
01978 760539 

The Salon 
13 Hawarden Road, Hope 

Colouring & cutting; 

styling & perming. 

Beauty treatments: 

Manicures, pedicures, 

waxing, facials & massage. 

 
01978 760121 
Opening times: 

Mon/Tue/Thur/Fri 9-5:30 
Sat 9-3 

Friendly & professional service 
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County Home 
Services
Call Ian Sumpter 

01978 762071 or 07778 393552 
www.littlejobs.co.uk

For all your little jobs: 

Minor plumbing 

Electrical 

Minor building work 

Grass cutting/landscaping 

Patio/decking/fencing 

Painting, decorating & tiling 

Flat pack assembly 

Window repair/fitting 

Bathroom/kitchen fitting

All household cleaning undertaken 
Spring cleaning 

Ironing (take away or own home) 
No job too big or too small 

Tina's Domestic 
Cleaning Services

Competitive Rates - Fully Insured 
Very Trustworthy 

For a free no obligation quote 
call Tina on 01244 545824 or 

07751 277927
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DCN Plumbing & Heating Service 

Boiler & heating installation, servicing & repairs. 

Complete bathroom design & installation. 

Gas fire & cooker installation & repair. 

Underfloor heating & water solar systems. 

High quality, friendly & trustworthy service. 

Gas and Oil registered. 

07725 641920 or 07809 462972  

nezy1@live.co.uk

Westminster Carpet 

Cleaning Services

Specialist cleaning - 

carpets, rugs & 

upholstery

Local, reliable family 

run business. We pride 

ourselves on unbeaten prices. 

 

For a no obligation quote: 

01244 292441 or 07557 979263

Unique and stylish classic cars 
for all special occasions & entertaining 

Contact Des Olsen  
Mobile: 07734986698 

Email:simplydivinecars@gmail.com 
Find us on FB @SimplyDivineCars or 

Online at www.simplydivine.me.uk
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“Haranfa,” Cymau, 

Nr Wrexham 

01978 760200

H.J.Williams 

& Sons 

 

 
Complete Funeral Directors

Donna Price
Specialist in outside Catering

Hot & cold buffets, homemade
cakes and dinner parties of all sizes.

 All parties, events and life
celebrations catered for 

07708 857 241

FUZZY MUTTS

Dog grooming salon

Established family business 

61 Hawarden Rd, Penyffordd 

Call 01244 545959
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Our heritage - Our lockdown 
experience is part of history
by Dave Healey
We are living through an unprecedented 
period of history. North East Wales 
Archive Service wants to record the 
experiences of local people and is 
running two competitions. NEWA wants 
to know about positive experiences of 
the lockdown as well as the challenges. 
Are you keeping a journal? Do you 
have a poem, drawing, painting or 
photograph depicting life during the 
lockdown? Do you have photographs of 
deserted streets and usually crowded 
areas or records of wildlife returning 
to unexpected places are of interest? 
I am sure there will be many readers 
who have an important contribution 
to make to the historical record about 
their experiences during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Those who have a story to tell 
should e-mail archives@flintshire.gov.uk 
with details.

The service has also launched a 
competition for children to write a 
‘Letter to Future Children’, to be read 
by children in 100 years time.  What 
did you do every day? What was it like 
being at home without seeing friends 
and extended family? Did you still have 
to go to school? What was it like? How 
did your family cope at home or in doing 
essential work? What did you miss 
and what did you enjoy? The winner 
will receive a £20 Amazon voucher 
and have their letter shared on-line. 
This is an exciting opportunity for local 
young people to become part of the 
future historical record. Again, those 
who do have a story to tell about their 
experiences should email: archives@
flintshire.go.uk/  

The views expressed in this article are 
those of the author and do not reflect 
the policy of either Flintshire County 
Councilor Hope Community Council. 
Readers are welcome to contact the 
author with any news or views on the 
local heritage at DHealey204@aol.com 
or by telephoning 01978 761 523.



37

Dickinson & Son

Bathroom installation and tiling. 
General house maintenance 

and renovations.

Warren 07907 082556      Tony 07773 340266 
Home 01978 761736  Email: dickinsonandson@hotmail.com

A local, family-run business based in Hope
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Penyffordd Community Council
Notes from 13/5/20 virtual zoom meeting. 
Minutes of the Council Meetings held 
on 11th March 2020 and Notes from the 
Cancelled Extraordinary Meeting which 
was due to be held on 23rd March 2020.
An informal meeting was held due to the 
Extraordinary Meeting in March being 
cancelled due to the government's Covid19 
announcement. The March ordinary and 
finance minutes together with notes from 
the informal meeting held on 23rd March 
were approved as a correct record. 

Virtual Meetings - The council approved 
and adopted the Virtual Meetings 
Procedures. The council will record 
and publish the meetings to allow for 
transparency. The council will hold the next 
virtual meeting in June and will investigate 
the options to allow the meeting to be live 
streamed which would allow the public to 
observe and participation under Public 
Questions.

Delegated Decisions Made during the 
Covid19 Lockdown from 23rd March to 
date - During the lockdown period where 
no formal meetings. Delegated powers 
were authorised and the list of decisions 
made were approved.

Planning Applications:

a. To report the planning applications 
received since the last formal council 
meeting in March 2020 and to review and 
consider the following planning applications:

(i) Ref: 061169. Erection of two storey 
extension to rear of dwelling. 34 Hawarden 
Road, Penyffordd. No objection.
(ii) Ref: 061138. Proposed Erection of new 

Garage. Pheasant Fields, Lower Mountain 
Road, Penyffordd. No objection.
(iii) Ref: 061070. Minor Works Planning 
Application at the Land Adjoining Millstone 
Inn, Hawarden Road, Penyffordd, for 1 
No. External Condenser, 3 No. External 
Air Conditioning Units, 1 No. External 
Refrigeration Compressor Pack and 1 No. 
Amazon Locker. Land adjoining Millstone 
Inn, Hawarden Road, Penyffordd. No 
objection to this application the council 
raised concern that this could and should 
have been included with the full application.
(iv) Ref: 061184. Change of use of dwelling 
to holiday lettings. Clawdd Offa Farm, 
Wrexham Road, Penyffordd. No objection.
(v) Ref: 061182. Demolition of a pair of 2 
storey semi-detached dwellings replaced 
by a new 2 storey 4 bed dwelling.  Rock 
Cottage, Penymynydd Road, Penymynydd.
No objection.
(vi) Ref: 061127. Proposed Extension and 
internal remodelling of Existing Property. 
Pheasant Fields, Lower Mountain Road, 
Penyffordd. No objection.
(vii) Ref: 061043.  Proposed advertisements 
for a new co-operative store. Land adjoining 
Millstone Inn, Hawarden Road, Penyffordd. 
Concerns raised re size and necessity. 
No objection.
(viii) Ref: 061247. Detached dwelling with 
detached garage. Style End, Chester Road, 
Penymynydd, Pen-Y-Mynydd, Flintshire. 
No objection.

(b) The following Notifications of Planning 
Decisions made by Flintshire County 
Council has been received since the last 
formal council meeting in March 2020. 

(i) Ref: 061012. Application for a non-
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J.K.Williams & Daughter 

Over 25 years experience. Painter & Decorator.  

City & Guilds. F.T.C. 

Interior and exterior. No job too small. 

Covering Wrexham, Mold and Chester areas. 

Quote this advert for 10% off. 

Call 01978 762142 or 07709907854 

Read the full approved minutes and 
keep up to date with Penyffordd 
Community Council online at www.
penyfforddcouncil.org

material amendment to planning permission 
ref: 059373.  Millstone Inn, Hawarden 
Road, Penyffordd. Approved. 
(ii) Ref: 060802. Change of use from 
agricultural land to use for canine exercise 
facility. Land at Barracks Lane, Higher 
Kinnerton. Approved.  
(iii) Ref: 060877. Two storey rear extension 
to provide a first floor accessible Bathroom 
off the current Bedroom and a ground floor 
Playroom. Construction of an external lift 
shaft on the side elevation which affronts 
Holly Drive. The project is funded as a 
Disabled Facility Grant as it is for a child. 1 
Ferndale Close, Penyffordd. Approved 
(iv) Ref: 060337. Application for the 
approval of details reserved by condition 
no. 7 (scheme for closure of temporary 
construction access) and 10 (Interim Travel 
Plan) attached to planning permission ref. 
057599.  Ysgol Penyffordd, Abbotts Lane, 
Penyffordd. Approved.   

(v) Ref: 060721. Planning permission 
053417 to amend site layout and change 
house type.  Penyffordd Clinic, Melwood 
Close, Penymynydd. Approved.  
(vi) Ref: 060776. Extension to sides and 
rear.  Pear Tree Farm, New Road, Dobshill.  
Approved. 
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1st Hope Brownies By Alison Mills (Brown Owl)

May has been a busy month for the Brownies working 
on their own interest badges. Ava completed the Painting badge by 
learning about different styles of art and creating masterpieces of 
her own in those styles. Erienne has developed her musical talents 
by completing the Performer badge and then spent time in the 
garden growing radishes, lettuces and onions for her Grow Your 
Own interest badge. Niamh has been busy in the kitchen working on 
her Baking badge and in the garden growing sunflowers, peas and 
sweetcorn.  

This month we have celebrated with Grace as she completed 
3 years as a member of Girlguiding. We have also joined in the 
#uniforms4uniforms initiative by showing our support for carers by 
wearing our Guiding uniform for the Thursday evening claps.

This weekend we are joining (virtually) with Girlguiding members 
around the UK for the #AdventuresAtHome festival. There will be all 
sorts of activities broadcast throughout the day on Youtube. Some 
will be a surprise but others have already been announced; including 
den building, an interview and activities from England’s football star 
Jill Scott, science shows, environmental challenges, a workshop 
with the animation team behind characters like Shaun the Sheep, 
Wallace and Gromit and Morph. Adventurer Anna McNuff will be 
telling us stories from her travels and of course we’ll be having a 
traditional campfire sing along! 

Go Well and Safely,

Join the adventure - Visit 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus 
or call 08001 695901
For more information contact 
hopebrownieguides@gmail.com 

ID Fencing & Gates
All fencing types supplied & fitted. 

Gates made to measure, 

 supplied& fitted.

Fence & Gate repairs.  

High quality service, friendly, 

 trustworthy & competitive rates. 

No job too small.

Call: Darren 07725641920 

or 07809462972 

Email: nezy1@live.co.uk
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Sue's Barnetts

Castle Farm, Sandy Lane, 

Shordley, Hope.

01978 760577 or 07939661101 

 

 

Opening times: Wed 9-12; Thur 10-9; Sat 10-12

Colours - Foils - pro tints

Andrews Decorating 
Services 

Established 1986 

Ring David Andrews (proprietor) 

for high class quality decorating 

Balmoral, 20 Mold Road 

Mynydd Isa. Nr. Mold CH7 6TD 

01244 544615 or 07855 855026 

UPVC ROOFLINE 
REPLACEMENT UPVC 
FASCIAS, 
BARGEBOARDS, 
SOFFITS, GUTTERING 
and GUTTER REPAIRS 

Fitted by time served joiner with over 30 years 
experience 

     ALSO 

    UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS FITTED 

     AND 

MISTY SEALED UNITS REPLACED 
 

 

For free quote without obligation please contact 
Martin Jones 

Tel:  01978 762181 or 07834191454 
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I kiss is the man; — him’ (Matthew 
26:48) (6)
5.  ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , 
faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) 
(10)
6.  St Columba’s burial place (4)
7.  Swirling current of water (4)
10.  Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10)
12.  ‘God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was — , to save 
those who believe’ (1 Corinthians 
1:21) (8)
13.  Camp where the angel of the 
Lord slew 185,000 men one night (2 
Kings 19:35) (8)
16.  ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; 
he is crippled in both feet’(2 Samuel 
9:3) (1,3,2)
18.  David Livingstone was one (4)
19.  Driver and Vehicle Licensing 
Authority (1,1,1,1)

Across
  
1.  See 23 Across
3.  Where the thief on the cross was 
told he would be, with Jesus (Luke 
23:43) (8)
8.  Invalid (4)
9.  Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8)
11. Adhering to the letter of the law 
rather than its spirit (Philippians 3:6) 
(10)
14. Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6)
15. ‘This is how it will be with anyone 
who — up things for himself but is 
not rich towards God’ (Luke 12:21) 
(6)
17. Mary on Isis (anag.) (10)
20. Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8)
21. Native of, say, Bangkok (4)
22. Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3)
23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took 
the man and put him in the Garden 
of — to work it and take — of it’ 
(Genesis 
2:15) (4,4)

Down
1.  Struggle 
between 
opposing 
forces 
(Habakkuk 
1:3) (8)
2.  James 
defined this 
as ‘looking 
after 
orphans 
and widows 
in their 
distress and 
keeping 
oneself 
from being 
polluted by 
the world’ 
(James 
1:27) (8)
4.  ‘The one 
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ACROSS: 1. Stop 3. Call upon 9. Regular 10. Octet 11. Inner 12. Hudson 14. 
Holy Communion 17. Myself 19. See to 22. About 23. Iterate 24. Monarchy 25. 
Stet
DOWN: 1. Straight 2. Organ 4. Abraham’s faith 5. Lloyd 6. Puteoli 7. Note 8. 
Cleric 13. Innocent 15. Lay down 16. Ussher 18. Enter 20. Enact 21. Balm.
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Coronavirus has turned our world upside down. But God is still there, and 
we can call on Him, as Psalm 91 (vs 1-6) reminds us…
1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of 
the Almighty. 
2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I 
trust.” 
3 Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pesti-
lence. 
4 He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find ref-
uge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 
5 You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day,

6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the 
plague that destroys at midday.Dwells

shelter
most 
high
shadow
almighty
refuge
fortress
trust
save
snare
deadly
pestilence
cover
feathers
wings
faithfulness 
shield 
rampart
fear
terror
night
arrow
plague
destroys
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Photograph of Park In The Past lake by Hannah Taylor Photograph of Park In The Past lake by Hannah Taylor 
(find Hannah on Instagram at hanmarie_photo).(find Hannah on Instagram at hanmarie_photo).


